Conclusion 


Under the Indian Constitution, the status of women is 
equal to that of men. On the eve of the meeting of the 
Constituent Assembly in November 1946, the Congress 
adopted a resolution declaring that it stands for a Constitution 
wherein social objectives are laid down to promote freedom, 
progress and equal opportunity for all the people of India. 

The leaders of the DMK, Arignar Anna, Kalaignar 
Karunanidhi and Poet Kannadasan in their Dravidanadu, 
Murasoli and Thendral published novels and short stories 
depicting the sad plight of women. They were instrumental in 
propagating the revolutionary poems of Puratchik Kavignar 
Barathidasan. They utilised cinema and drama to focus the 
attention on the need for social reform among the masses. 
Anna’s Devaki, Rangoon Radha, Velaikkari, or Iravu and 
Sorkka Vaasal and _ Kalaignar’s Parasakthi, Marakka 
Mudiyuma, Poompuhar, Kuravanji, Manohara and Poomalai 


are some of the popular films that influenced the masses. 


Empowerment then is a_ subtle concept -_ both 
psychological and political, with a form determined locally. It 


describes both a process and an outcome. As a process it is 


cyclical or spiral, with alternating activities of reflection and 
action, based on small group participation and democratic, 
usually non-hierarchical, structures, and dedicated to helping 
people to gain control of their lives and to improve their social, 
economic and political situations. Its meaning as an outcome is 
less well-defined, but is related to effective uses of power and 
access to resources. Since active participation is basic to 
empowerment and_ self-determination, the format. of 
empowerment activities and the structure of empowerment 
organizations must encourage, it while’ simultaneously 
attempting to effect change in the political, social, cultural and 


economic environment. 


A complex concept can be studied by partitioning it into 
measurable components. Empowerment is _ particularly 
complex because it is multidimensional and takes place in 
multiple domains: home, community, organizations, political 
realm, and so on. It is locally defined and embedded in social, 
cultural and political contexts. It has personal, group, and 
political components, although discussions about’ the 
measurement of empowerment have been primarily focused on 


the personal psychological level. 


The emergence and _ development of women’s 
organizations in India highlights the operation and 
intertwining of complex social, economic and political forces. 
One of the very striking phenomena in the Indian situation is 
the apparent contrast between the contours of women’s 


movement before and after Independence. 


The social reform movement helped in _ creating 
acceptability for improving women’s social status. While the 
nationalist movement provided an opportunity for women to 
take part in extra-familial and non-caste activity, giving them a 
new sense of power and a new Self-image. Many of the leading 
women participants of the nationalist movement became 
founders of women’s organizations, many of which came into 


existence during temporary lulls in the political struggle. 


Like Anna and Kalaignar, Moovalur Ramamirtham 
Ammaiyar, Dr. Dharmambal, Alamelu Appadurai and Dr. 
Sathiavani Muthu Ammaiyar a dominant role. They deserve 


special mention for their contribution to women’s welfare. 


Ramamirtham Ammaiyar fought against the evils of 


Devadasi system and dedicating women to temples. Dr. 


Sathiavani Muthu as a founder member of the party served the 
cause of women and untouchables as legislator and 
administrator. Alamelu Appadurai was instrumental in 
organising women for party activities and agitations. She was 
the first leader of the newly organised women’s wing of the 


party. 


The DMK after the massive election victories in 1967, 
1971 and 1989 assumed power in this State. Anna, the first 
DMK Chief Minister was in power from 1967 to 1969. During 
the short period of his rule he was able to bring about the Self- 


Respect Marriage Bill. 


After the demise of Anna in 1969, he was succeeded by 
Kalaignar who introduced a large number of welfare schemes. 
The schemes introduced by him may be classified as General 


Welfare Schemes and Women’s Welfare Special Schemes. 


Every year during his birthdays a special welfare scheme 
was announced as a gift to the people of Tamilnadu. Beggar 
Relief Schemes, Eye Camps etc., were thus introduced. The 
policies of earlier governments for the cause of women were 


either continued or enlarged. Several new schemes were 


started. After a lapse of thirteen years again in 1989 when the 
DMK came to power more revolutionary and model schemes 
for the welfare of women, particularly widows and destitute, 


poor women were introduced. 


The schemes were named after the prominent women 
reformers of the South. They are called Dr. Muthulakshmi 
Ammaiyar Thittam, Dr. Dharmambal Thittam, Moovalur 


Ramamirtham Ammaiyar Thittam and Annai Anjugam Thittam. 


Political and economic revolutions are indeed important 
but most important of all are the social revolution and in 
bringing about this women of Tamil Nadu did not lag behind. 
As social reformers opposing tradition there arose a band of 
women like Rukmini Lakshmipathy, Muthulakshmi Reddi, 
Sister Subbulakshmi and others. They were instrumental in 
bringing about important legislations especially against child 
marriage and Devadasi system. They propagated widow 
remarriage to alleviate the painful life led by the Hindu widow. 
Social reforms have to be preceded by education and in the 
field of education, training and employment they cut new path 


for the future. In Nineteen Fifties, Durgabai Deshmukh 


rendered pioneering service as the first chairman of the 
Central Social Welfare Board and set a new forceful measure 


to look after women’s welfare. 


In India the joint family system which was the very source 
of security, love and affection for children was on the decline 
and the pattern at present is the small nuclear family where 
the children in a family are deprived of total attention and 
remain neglected. It became but imminent that proper 
measures were drawn for the welfare of children. A number of 
schemes and measures were drawn in this direction through 
Government of India’s Five Year Plans and finally a National 
Policy for Children was formulated in 1974 Alongside there 
were a number of voluntary agencies that emerged all over 
India and these agencies in Tamil Nadu served the cause of 
child welfare with redoubled dedication through individual 
woman and organisations. Mary Clubwala Jadhav was a 
pioneer in this field. Manjubhashini took care of the 
abandoned children through Bala Mandir. Andal Damodaran 
chairperson of the State Social Welfare Board and Secretary of 
Indian Council for Child Welfare is devoted to the problems of 


child labour and female infanticide in Usilampatti and villages 


around. Her projects to alleviate the miserable position of 
children involved in bidi industry at Vellore and around are 


unique. 


Education plays a key role as an agent of change and 
educational institutions should be the nurseries of values, 
ideals and attitudes. Education for girls cannot be over 
emphasized for the full development of human resources, for 
the improvement of homes and for moulding character of 
children during the most impressionable years of infancy. 
Women with great vision were involved in chalking out 
educational policies. Durgabai Deshmukh headed the National 
Committee on women’s Education in 1958 and Hansaveni 
Mehta in 1964. Women became most important instrument for 
social change, spreading life-oriented education to every nook 
and corner of India. Rajammal P. Devadas, an innovator of 
high standard brought about a revolution in this field. A 
member of the Royal family of Himachal Pradesh, Maharani 
Vidyawati laid the foundation stone for hundred innovative 
programmes for the progress and development of women in 
Madras and Tamil Nadu. The ultimate goal of the activities and 


programmes of non-formal education for women’s welfare is to 


bring about total involvement of women in the mainstream of 
national activities and those women who have dedicated 
themselves to service in this direction have been able to 


achieve this aim. 


The cultural heritage of our land excels in rich variety 
and splendour. Dance and Music are two eyes of culture. Great 
artists of Tamil Nadu have been enriching these fine arts 
constantly. They were the ambassadors of our tradition and 
culture all over the world. To this category of artists belong 
M.S Subbulakshmi, M.L. Vasantha Kumari, D.K. Pattammal, 
Rukmini Devi Arundale, Padma Subramaniam and a host of 
others. The true artists of this kind have submerged self in the 
contemplation of beauty with the purpose of elevating the 


mind and refining the senses. 


The Governments both Centre and States have adopted 
clear measures to help women to gain opportunities, reserving 
thirty per cent of jobs and seats in the educational institutions. 
Educational scholarships and financial incentives are not 


lacking. Philanthropists have offered their help by opening a 


fund of institutions to promote women’s educational and 


employment opportunities. 


In Tamil Nadu Women’s participation in the Dravidian 
Movement started with the Alamelumangai Thayarammal’s 
participation in the founding of the South Indian Peoples 
Association in 1916 at Madras. Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi was 
the first woman appointed as the member of the Madras 
Legislative Council in 1927. She was elected as the Deputy 
Speaker of the Council in the same year. Due to her efforts 
various legislations like Age of Consent, Right to Divorce, 
Property Right to women, Abolition of Devadasi system and 
Suppression of Immoral Trafficking of women were passed. 
Rukmani Lakshmipathi was one of the first elected women 
members of the Madras Legislative Assembly in 1937. She was 
elected as the Deputy Speaker of the Assembly in the same 


year. 


During the general election of 1952 Dr. T.S. Soundaram 
Ramachandran and Kottama Reddi Thamma after the second 
election held in 1957 twelve women M.L.A’s were elected to 


Madras legislative assembly. They were Dr. T. Soundaram 


Ramachandran, T.N. Anandanayagi, Kamalambujammal, A.S. 
Ponnammal, D. Regupathidevi, Rajathi Kunjithapadam, P.K.R. 
Lakshmikantham, Lourdammal Simon, Hemalatha Devi, C. 


Kulanthaiammal, Savithri Shanmugam and Sathiavanimuthu. 


In 1962 thirteen women MLA were elected to the 
assembly. Among them T.N. Anandanayaki, Kulanthaiammal, 
Rajathi Kunjithapadam, A.S. Ponnammal and Lakshmikantham 
were elected for the second time. The other elected members 
were A. Krishnaveni, D. Sulochana, Parvathi Arjunan, A. 
Manonmaniammal, N.K. Renganayaki, P. Lakshminarasamma, 
Jegadambal Velayudam, Jothi Venkatachalam and Suares. 
After the general election in 1962 Kamaraj included Jothi 
Venkatachalam, N.S.S. Mandradira, G. Boovaraghavan and 
S.M. Abdul Majeed. Besides, Bakthavachalam who became 
chief minister after Kamaraj. In this time in assembly anti- 
hindi bill was introduced by Lal Bahadur Sastri and DMK 
agitated against the bill and decided to observe 26" January as 
a day of mourning. Central government ordered to all states to 
implement Hindi as the official language on 26" January 1965. 
In this regard Annadurai and other four leaders were arrested 


and imprisoned for six months. 


